[Morphological manifestations of the immune response in breast cancer as indices of disorders of immune homeostasis, adequacy of treatment and evaluation of prognosis].
An analysis of the literature has shown that the relationship observed between the quantitative and qualitative characteristics of lymphocytic infiltration in the mammary cancer stroma, the stage of cancer, the degree of its histologic differentiation, and the patient's age reflect, as do the changes in regional lymph nodes, the alterations undergone by immune homeostasis in this disease. The quantitative and qualitative compositions of lymphocytes in the neoplastic tissue, regional lymph nodes, and peripheral blood must be thoroughly studied if the adequacy of treatment and the prognosis are to be assessed correctly.